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tntroduction
Proisebe to Alloht#, the Lordof the Worlds,ond
peoce ond blessings
be upon the mostnoble of the
our ProphetMuhommod,
Prophelsond Messengers,
ond upon oll hisfomilyond componions.
The Muslim moy be foced with o number of
in hislife,where he needson
emergencysituolions
immediofeonsweros to how he shouldoct in thot
porticulorsituotion.ln mostcoses,however,it is not
possibleto look for or osk obout the oppropriote
lslomicrulingsof thot time.
Thisproves the imporfonce of leorning obout
lslomond knowingihe rulesof shori'oh,so thol when
o Muslimneeds ihis informofion,he will hove it ot
hond ond will thus be oble lo sove himselfor his
Muslimbrofher from doing somethinghoroom or
mokingo mistoke.In so mony coses,ignoroncecon
leod to conuptionof worshipor - of the very leostlt isunfortunotethol on imom
ocule embonossment.
stondup for o fifthrok'Qh,ond there
moy mistokenly
moy be nobodyin the congregotionor the mosque
who knowswhot the rulingsof shoree'ohsoyshould
be done in such o siluotion.Or o trovellerwho is
intending to perform 'umreh moy come to the
oirportof the loslminule,ond suddenlydiscoverlhot
he hosforgolfenhisihroomgorments,but he hosno
time to do onyihingobout it, ond lhere is nobody
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omong the Muslimin the oirportwho con tell him whot
he shoulddo in thisemergency.Or o mon moy come
to the mosqueon on occosionwhen the proyershove
been joined together becouse of roin: the
'ishoo' but he hos not
congregotion is olreody proying
yet proyed moghrib,so he is confused os lo whot he
shoulddo. In such o situotionthe people moy embork
upon o debote bosed only on ignoronce, ond so
confusionwill reign in the mosques.In mony individuol
ond personol motters, ignoronce moy leod to
embonossmenfond even sin,especiollywhen o person
is in the positionof hoving to moke o decisionond he
does not hove sufficienfknowledge on which to bose
thot decision.
People in this world hove prepored informotion
fellingpeople how to behove in emergencysituotions:
whot lo do it fire breoksout, if someoneisdrowning,if o
scorpionbite, if there is o cor occident, if someoneis
bleeding or hos brokeno bone... All of these firstoid
proceduresore well known;lhey teoch them fo people
ond hold speciolcourses.How much more importontis
it, then, lhot those who ore concerned with the
Hereofter should leorn ond teoch the rules of fhis
religion!
At this point, we should note fhe importonce of
differentioting between hypotheticol molters which
rorely,if ever, hoppen, ond motterswhich we know
from experiencedo hoppen fo people ond ore osked
oboul.

8

Withregord to the firsttype (hypotheticolsifuolions),
woste of time, which is
oskingobout fhem is o fruitless
not ollowed in lslom.
TheProphel* worned us ogoinstfhiswhen he soid:
"Accepl whot I hove left you with, for the people who
come before you were onlydestroyedbecouseof their
excessivequeslioning ond their dispufing with their
I
Prophets..."
Commenting on this hodifh, lbn Rojob * soid:
"These ohodith indicote thql it is forbidden to osk
questionsunnecessorily...
or lo osk questionsout of
or on infenlionto mock."2
sfubbornness
Thisis how we inferpretthe wordsof o group of the
solof,suchos the reporl thot when Zoydibn Thoobit,*,
wos osked obout something,he would soy, "Hos it
reolly hoppened?" lf they soid "No," he would tell
them,"Leoveil untilitreollyhoppens."s
With regord lo the second type, motfersthot reolly
hoppen, then il is good to osk obout fhem. The
Componionsof lhe Prophet* sometimesosked him
obouf thingsbefore they hoppened, but it wos so thot
| . Reportedby al-Bukhariand Musllm;this verslonwas reportedby
Muslim,no, 1337,vol.2, p. 975
r . Jaami'al-'Uloomwa'l-Hukmby lbn Rajab,1/240, edited by alArna'oot
I . Reportedby lbn RaJab,op, cit., 1/245; see alsosimilarreportsin
Sunanal-Daarlmi,L/49, and JaamiBayaanal-'Ilm by Ibn 'Abd alBarr,21L74

9

they could ocl occordingly when these lhings did
hoppen. Forexomple,they osked him: "We ore going
fo meet with fhe enemy fomorrow,ond we do not
hove knives,so should we use dried sugor cones os
weopons?" They osked him obout the rulerswho he
hod told them would come ofter him, ond whether
fhey shouldobey them or fight them. Hudhoyfohosked
him oboul of-fiton (timesof tribulotion)ond whol he
should do ot such times.aThis indicotes thot it is
permissibleto osk oboul thingswhich ore expected to
hoppen.
Therefollowso discussion
obout some issueslhot
people ore likelyto foce in reol life.Theseore proclicol
motferswhich hove hoppenedond could hoppen to
some people. ln eoch cose, the onsiwer is
occomponied by o reference to the sourcesin the
work of frustworfhyscholors.There moy be differing
opinionsin some coses,bul lhe onswer hos been
limited lo one viewpoinl, lhe one bosed on lhe
soundestevidence.for the sokeof brevityond eose of
understonding.I osk Alloh to benefit me ond my
brothers in lslom in fhis wodd ond on fhe Doy of
Judgement.Moy He reword with good oll lhose who
shore in this endeovor,for He is the Mosf Kind ond
Generous. Alloh knows best. Moy Alloh bless our
Prophet Muhommod ond oll his fomily ond
componions.

' , Jaami'al-'Uloom
a l - H u k m ,1 / 2 4 3

*

Tohooroh(pudV ond cleonllness)

. Polnl or dlrl on hqnds when moklng wudoo'
lf o personfindssomethinglikepoint or dirt on his
hqnds efc, while moking wudoo', ond tries to
remove it, does lhis breok the continuity of his
wrJdoo'ondmeonfhot he hosto stortogoin?
Answer:According to the most sound opinion,
this does nol breok the continuityof his wudoo',
even if the portsof hisbody thot hove olreodybeen
woshed become dry, becousehe wos deloyed by
somethingthot is connected to tohooroh.Similody
hiswudoo' is not offected if he movesfrom one top
to onotherin orderto get woler,etc.
Bui if he is intenupledby somethinglhot is not
connected to hiswudoo', such os removingsome
impurilyfrom hisclolhes,or eotingor drinking,ond so
on, ond the portsof hisbody thot he hos olreody
woshedduringwudoo' becomedry,then he hosto
repeothiswudoo'.1

t, Fatawa lbn'lJthaymeen, 41t45-t46

ll

I DresslngSon wounds
lf o personhos on injuryin ony pori of his body
thot shouldbe woshedduringwudoo', ond connot
put o bond-oidor dressing
on it, then he shoulddo
wrJdoo',ond do tayommumfor fhe woundedPort.z
He does not hove to wosh the wounded port if
thiswillbe hormful.
. Trocesof lonoboh (lmpurlty) on clolhes
lf o personseessometrocesof ybnoboh{impurily
such os semen,elc.) on his clothes,ond he hos
olreody proyed some proyerswithout reolizingthol
thiswos there, he shoulddo ghus/ond repeof the
proyersdone sincethe mostrecenl periodof sleep
weoringtheseclothes.lf, however,he knowsthof this
jonobohisfromo previousperiodof sleep,he should
repeot oll the proyerssincethe end of the sleep in
whichhe thinksthelbnobohoccuned,s
The evidence thol he shouldperformghuslfor
soloh in cosesof ionoboh is to be found in mony
ploces,suchos the oyoh:

2 . al-Mughni ma'a al-Sharh al-Kabeer,L/282
' . al-Mughnl ma'a al-Sharh al-Kabeer, LlL99

l2

6rJ* t,1# ;; u'fJ Afsii'uilip 7t;t; t,.ifr4t{ )
<@\j-,tit;;E ca6$1ci1,
"O you who believe!Approochnot the proyerwhen
you ore in o drunken stote until you know {the
meoning)of whol you utter, nor when you ore in o
stote of jonoboh {i.e.,in o stote of sexuolimpurity
ond hove not yet token o both), except when
trovellingon the rood {withoutenoughwoter, etc.),
tillyou woshyourwholebody..."r
And the hodeethof 'Ali* in whichhe soid:"l wos o
mon who experiencedo lot of urethroldischorge,so
I kept woshingmyself(doingghusl)until the skinon
my bock stortedto crock. I mentionedthot to the
Prophet*, or it wos mentionedto him, so he soid:
"Don't do thot. lf you see dischorge,wosh your
privoteporlsond do wudoo' for proyeros usuol.lf
woter (i.e.,semen)gushesout,thendo ghusl."s
Thisindicoteslhol when semenis emitted,ghuslis o
must,but when thereisdischorge,it isenoughjustto
woshfhe privoteport ond do wudoo'.

' . al-Nisaa'4:43
3 Reported by Abu Dawood, no. 206; classed as salreelr by alAfbaaniin lrwaa'al-Ghaleel, no, L25)

l3
. Jqnqbqh whlle trovellng.
A troveler moy find himselfon o long plone
journeyduring which he becomesiunub (impure).
He hos no woy of performingghusl,ond there is
nothing on the plone thot he could use for
toyommum. lt he woits until he reoches his
the time for proyerwill be over, ond it
destinotion,
proyer
thot he connotjoin wifh onother,
moy be o
suchos fojr,when he set out before Fof ond will nol
orrive until ofter sunrise,or ihe time for joining two
proyerssuch os 'Dhohrqnd 'Asrmoy olso be over,
becousehe setout before'Dhohrwillnot oniveunlil
ofter Moghnb. Whot should he do in such o
situotion?
lf we occept lhot he hosno meonsof performing
ghuslon boord the plone,then he is in the situotion
known by the scholorsos "fhe one who does nof
hove occess to the two purifyingmoteriols (i.e.,
woter or eorth)."Thereore voryingopinionson this
situolion. lmoom Ahmod ond the moiority of
mu'hoddithunsoy thot he should proy os he is,
becousethisisoll thot he con do, ond AllohiHsoid;

{@(;:j {;r;' i'i'r!i'i>
"Allohburdensnot o personbeyondhisscope."e

o . a l - B a q a r a h2 : 2 8 6

t4
The specificevidence in this cose is the report
nqnoted by Muslimin hisSoheeh,whereit sloteslhot
lhe Prophet * sent some people to look for o
neckloce thot 'A'ishohhod lost.Thetime for proyer
come, ond they proyed without wudoo' (becouse
they could nol find woter).Whenthey come to the
Prophet(peoce qnd blessings
of Allohbe upon him),
they iold him obout it ond then lhe oyoh of
toyommum wos reveoled.The Propheti5 did not
blome or criiicizethem, neitherdid he tell them to
repeot the proyer. This indicotes thot proyer is
obligotory,ond even lhough tohorohis o condition
for proyer, proyer should not be deloyed when
a
tohoarohconnotbe occomplished.
A similorruling opplieslo the sick who connot
move their limbs of oll, qnd people who ore
imprisonedond choined up or suspended.
Whot is
meoni is thot the proyershouldbe performedin the
besl woy possibleunder the circumstonces,
ond it
should not be deloyed beyond ifs sei time.
Accordingto fhe soundestopinion,it does not hove
lo be repeoled,for Allohtfi does not loy upon us in
religionony hordship"

? . SaheehMuslim,367
I . al-Mughnlma'a al-Sharhal-Kab€er,
1/251
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r Bleedlng qfler mlsconloge - nlfoos or nof?
lf o womon misconiesond bleeds,should she
proy or not?
Theonswerto fhisquestiondependson the kind
of blood: is it nr'foosor not? The scholorshove
mentionedlhe regulotions
concerningthis:"lf she
sees blood ofter possingsomethinglhot hos ony
humon feotures,then it is nifoos,but if she seesit
ofter possingsomethingthot resembles
o blood clot
'oloq),then it isnot nr'foos."
e
lnvtfohor
In the lotter cose, this is isfihoodoh (inegulor
bleeding),so sheshoulddo wudoo' for eoch proyer
ofter the time for thot proyerhosstorted,ond then
proy.lf whot shepossedis.ofullyformedfefusor hos
someformedlimbs,suchos o hond or o foot or o
leg, then thisis nifoos.lf she soysthof they took it
CIwoyin the hospitolond threwit owoy,ond shedid
nof seeit, thenthe scholors
soythol lhe shortesl
time
in which humonfeoiurescould be formedis eightyone doysfromfhe timeof conception.to
Thisis bosed on the hodeethnorrotedby 'AbdAlloh ibn Mos'ood occording lo which the
Messenger
of Alloh*, who isthe one who speoksthe
truth, soid: "The creotionof eoch one of you is
e . al-Mughnima'a al-Sharhal-Kabeer,
1/361
r0 . MaJmu'atFatawaal-Shaykhibn'Uthaymeen,4l29Z

l6
gothered for forty doys in his mother's stomoch
thot clings)
(womb),then he is 'oloqoh (something
he
is
mudghoh
for o similorlength of time, lhen
(somethinglikeo lump of chewed flesh)for o similor
length of time. ThenAllohsendson ongel who is
commonded to do four things:he is told to write
ond whetherhe islo be
down hisdeeds,hisprovision
or blessed(destined
(doomed
to
Hell)
unforlunole
tt
for Porodise)..."
Anywomon focingthisproblemshouldtry to seek
lhe odvice of doctorsto find out exoctlywhot her
situotionis.
With regord to the blood which moy be
dischorged just prior to o normol birth: if it is
ihen it
occomponiedby loborpoinsor controctions,
is nifoos, otherwiseit is not. Shoykhol-lslomlbn
Toymiyoh{moy Alloh hove mercy on him} soid:
"Whotsheseeswhenfhe loborpoinsbeginisnifoos.
Whqt is meont here is controctionsfollowed by
12
delivery;if thisisnol lhe cosethenil isnot n,'foos."

tt . Thls version narrated by al-Bukhari,Fath,6/303
t2 . Malmu' Fatawa lbn'Uthaymeen, 4/327

t7
* 2. Solooh (proyer)
. Wosweo,s
(insinuoting
thoughtsfromShoyton)
lf, when proying,o personexperienceswoswoos
(insinuoting
thoughts)from Shoyton,which couse
him to folterin hisrecitotionof the Qur'on,moke him
thinkbod thoughtsond mokehimdoubt the number
of rok'ohshe hoscompleted,whot shouldhe do?
Thishoppened to one of the Sohoboh,nomely
'Uthmonibn Abi ol-'Aos.*. He come to the Prophet
* ond comploinedobouf it: "TheShoytoncomes
beiweenme ond my soloh,ond cousesme to folter
in my recitotion."The Messenger
of Alloh * soid:
"Thot is o shoyton (devil)colled Khonzob.lf you
sensehispresence,seekrefugewithAlloh0bond spit
(dryspitting)to yourleffthreelimes."'Uthmon(loter)
soid:"l did thot,ond Allohridme of him."13
Thishodithindicotestwo woysin whichone moy
word off the shoytonwho tries to disrupt one's
proyers.The firstis to seekrefugewith Alloh its from
lhe evil of Shoylon,even by pronouncingfhese
words while proying- there is nothingwrong with
doing so in this cose. The second is to spit (dry
spitting)to the leftthreelimes.Thismeonsblowingoir
in o monnersimilorto spitiingbut ejectingmore o
very smollomounl of solivo,so long os thiswill nol
r r , S a h e e hM u s l i m ,n o , 2 2 0 3
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offect the personnext lo you or mokingthe mosjid
dirly.
. Whot lf somelhlng hoppens durlng prqyel?
lf somethinghoppensto o personwhile proying,
men should soy "Subhoon Allooh,"ond women
should clop. The evidence for this is the hqdith
norrotedfom Sohlibn So'd,oCcordingto whichthe
Messenger
of Alloh* soid:"lf somethinghoppensto
you during soloh, men shouldsoy 'Subhoon Alloh'
ond women should clop." (Reported by Abu
Dowud). According fo the versionnonoted by olBukhooriqnd Muslim:"Iosbeeh (soying 'Subhoon
Allooh')isfor men,ond cloppingisforwomen."1a
. Cqllof nolure when lhe fgoomoh ls glven
lf the proyer is obout to stort (the iqoomoh is
given) ond o personfeels the coll of noture,he
shouldgo to the bothroomond ottend to hisneed,
even if lhis meons he will misslhe congregolionol
proyer.Theevidencefor thiswos nonoled by 'Abdof Alloh# soid:'lf
Allohibn Arqom:"TheMessenger
ony one of you needsfo onswerihe coll of nqture

tt . Sunan Abi Dawud, 941; Saheeh al-Bukhaari(al-Bugha edition),
1145; SaheehMuslim,106
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ond lhe proyerisobout to begin,lel him tend to his
need first."'15
. Doublsoboul posslngwlnd
lf o personwho is proyingis in doubt os lo
whelherhe hospossedwind or not, or he feelssome
movemenlin hisobdomen,shouldhe slop proying
or shouldhe continue?
lf he iscerlointhot he hospossedwind,he should
stop proying,but if he is uncertoinor doubtful,he
shouldnot sfop- unlilhe becomessureof it, eifher
on odor.lf he finds
by heoringo soundor by smelling
thot he hos possedwind, he shouldstop proying;
he shouldnol poy ony otfenlionto it,
otherwise
The evidence for thisis lhe hodith reported by
Abu Huroyroh.*: "TheMessenger
of Allohf soid:'lf
ony one of you isproyingond feelssomemovement
in hisbock possoge,
ond isin doubtos lo whelherhe
hos possedwind or not, he shouldnof stop proying
unfilhe heorso soundor delectson odor."'16
Thisis one of lhe imporfontldomicprescriptions
for curing woswoos (lhe insinuotingwhispersof
Shoyton).
13. Reported by Abu Dawud, no. 881 see also Saheehal-Jaaml',373
ft , Reportedby Abu Dawud 177; see also Saheehal-Jaaml',75o
,

20
. lf odhqon ior lajr ls colled whlle one ls proylng
wlh.
lf o personis proyingwitr ond the muezzincolls
the odhoon (coll to proyer)tor foy while he is still
proying,shouldhe conlinuewith hiswifr?
Yes,if fhe odhoon comeswhilehe isproyingwifr,
he shouldcompletethe proyer,qnd lhere is nothing
wrongwith doingso.tz
Thismofterhosto do with the timingof witr proyer
ond whetheril endsol the stortof fay or fhe end of
soy thot il endsoi the
fojr.Ihe mojority(of scholors)
stortof fol proyer.18
. Mlssed 'Asr qnd teoches mosfld when Moghrib
prqyer hos slqrled.
lf o personhos missed'Asrproyerond orrivesoi
the mosjidto find thot Moghribproyerhos storted,
whot shouldhe do?
Shoykhol{slomlbn Toymiyoh{moyAllohftlthove
mercyon him)soid:Heshouldproy Moghribwiih the
imoom, then proy 'Asr,os is ogreed upon by oll
As to whetherhe shouldrepeot
leoding scholors.
f t . lbn 'Uthayrneen, Fatawa Islamlyyah, t/346
tt,. Is'aaf Ahl allAsr blma wanda f, Ahkaam Salaat al-Witr by
Fayhaanal-Mutayri,p, 33

2l
Moghib, there ore two opinions.The first is ihot he
shouldrepeot if; thisis the view of lbn 'Umor,Moolik
ond Abu Honifoh,ond the most well known view of
Ahmod. Thesecond opinionislhol he does not hove
to repeot if; this is the view of lbn 'Abbos ond olShofi'i,ond the second view of Ahmod. The second
view is more conecf, becouse Alloh 0lddid nof moke
it obligofory for o person to proy o soloh twice if he
hos feored Alloh 0# os much os he con. And Alloh
knowsbesl. le
. Trqveller folnlng congregqllon wllhoul knowlng
lf lmoom ls olso o lroveler.
lf o trovelercomes upon o congregotion proying,
ond he does not know if the imom is olso o troveler
(so thot he con join the proyerwith fhe intentionof
shorteningil), or he iso residenl(sothoi he con proy
lhe complete proyer behind him),whot should he
do?
According to the sirongestopinion,he shouldocl
on the bosisof whot he seesof signsof trovel on the
imom, such os clothingor trovelgeor. lf it oppeors lo
him lhot the imom is o resident,lhen he shouldproy
the complete proyerbehind him.
Ihe evidence for this is lhe report norroted by
Ahmod from lbn 'Abbos, who wos osked: "Whot is
if . Malmoo' FataawaIbn Taymiyah, 22/LO6

22
the reosonwhy o trovelerproystwo rok'ohsif he is
olone ond four rok'ohs if he proys behind o
resident?"He soid:"Thotis the sunnoh."According
to onother repori he soid: "Thot is the sunnohof
20
Abu'l-Qoosim."
lf he ossumeslhol the imoom is o troveller,ond
proys two rok'ohs with the intenfionof proying o
shortenedproyer,then ofter losleem(complelionof
fhe proyer)he discoversthoi the imoom is in foct o
residentond thot thesetwo rok'ohswere the third
ond fourlh proyed by fhe imom, in this cose he
shouldstondup, proytwo morerok'ohsto complele
the proyer, ond do sulbod sohw (on extro two
z1
prostrolions).
Thereis no hormdone by ony speokingor osking
for the sokeof hisproyer.
thot were necessory
. Belng unqble fo slond for lhe resl of o proyer.
lf o personwho is proyingis suddenlyunoblefo
stqnd up for lhe restof hisproyer,or o personwho
hod to proy sitfingdown is suddenlyoble to stond,
whol shouldhe do?
20, Af-Haaflz did not comment on this hadeeth ln al-Takhlees,2/5o,
but Ahmad Shaaklr classed its lsnaad as saheeh in his commentary
on al-Musnad,3/260
zr . Al-MaJmoo'li'l-Nawawi,
4/356
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lbn Qudomoh (moy Alloh hove mercy on him)
sqid: "As soon os o sick person who is proying
becomesoble lo do whot he could not do of the
beginningof his proyer,whether it be sfonding,
sitting,bowing, prostrotingor ony other movement,
then he shouldcontinueond buildon whot he hos
olreody completed.Similody,
if o personbeginsthe
proyer copoble of performing oll oclions, then
suddenlybecomesunobleto do cerfointhings,he
shouldcorry on os best he con, ond buildon whot
he hos olreody completed os if nothing hos

chonged." 22

The evidencefor lhisis ihe hodithof 'lmronibn
("piles"),
Husoyn.{r:
"l hod hemonhoids
soIqskedthe
Prophet* obout soloh.He soid:'Proystondingup,
but if you connot,then sitdown,ond if you connot,
ihenon yourside."r23
. A knock on lhe door when one ls proylng, or o
molher seelng her chlld do somelhlng
dongerous.
lf someone knockson the door while one is
proying,or o motherwho is proyingseesher child

22. al-Mughni ma'a al-Sharh al-Kabeer,L/782i see also al-MaJmoo'
ti'l-Nawawi,4/318
23. Reportedby al-Bukhaarl,Fath,2/587
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ployingwilh on electricoloutlet or doing something
whot shouldbe done?
dongerous,
similorly
lf o personwho is proyingneedsto do something
relotivelyminor, such os opening o door, lhere is
nothingwrongwiih doingso,so longos he continues
fo foce the qibloh.
The evidence for fhis is the hodith nonoled by
Abu Dowud from 'A'ishoh s who soid: "The
Messengerof Alloh * used to proy with the door
closed. I come ond osked him to open it, so he
come ond opened it for me, then went bock lo his
proyer."Thenonotormenfionedthot the doorwos in
the directionof the qibloh.ze
The some opplies if o mother is proying ond
needs lo move her child owoy from something
dongerous or hormful, ond so on' A simple
movement lo fhe right or lefl, or forwords or
if
bockwords,will not offect her proyer.Similorly,
one'sridao' (uppergorment)follsoff,the one who is
proying con pick if up, ond if the zoor {lower
gormenf) becomes loose, he con tighten it. In
certoin coses, shoree'oh ollows excessive
movementsduringproyer,evenif lhismeonsmoving
owoy from focing the qibloh,os is reported in the
hodithnonotedby Abu Huroyroh.*:"TheMessenger
2t . Sunan Abi Dawud, no.922i SaheehSunanAbl Dawud,815
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of Alloh* soid:'Killthe two block thingswhilein
proyer:
thesnokeondthescorpion."'2s
. Respondlng
to sqloomwhenproylng
lf soloom (lslomicgreefing) is given to o person
while he is proying, he con reply with o gesture,os
wos reported from Suhoyb.g, who soid: "l possed by
fhe Messenger of Alloh S os he wos proying. I
greeted him wilh solom, ond he responded with o
9€slure."zs
The geslure is describedin o number of ohodith,
such os thot nonoled by lbn 'Umor4r who soid: "The
Messengerof Alloh * went oul to Quboo' to proy
there. The Ansorcome to him ond greeled him wifh
solqm while he wos proying. t osked Bilol,'How did
you see lhe Messenger of Alloh fi reply to them
when they soid solom lo him ond he wos proying?'
He soid:'Likefhis,'ond flotlenedhishond."Jo'foribn
'Awn (one of lhe norrolors)flottened his
hond with
the polm focing downwords ond lhe bock of his
hond focing upwords.2T

2t . SunanAbiDawud,no,92;Saheeh
SunanAblDawud,814
2r. SunanAbiDawud,925;Saheeh
SunanAbiDawud,818
2 7 .S u n a nA b iD a w u d , 9 2 7S; a h e eS
h u n a nA b lD a w u d8, 2 0
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! Jolnlng o proyer ln progress
lf o mon entersthe mosjidwhile the imom is
proying, should he join ihe imom immediotelyin
whoteverpositionhe isin ond stortprofng, or should
he woit to see whetherfhe imom is going to sit or
stond?
The correcl onsweris thot which is indicoted by
fhe evidence(doleel):he shouldjoin lhe imom no
moiter whot port of the proyer he hos reoched proslroting,
slonding,bowingor sitfing.Theevidence
of
is fhe hodith of Abu Huroyroh.*: "TheMessenger
'lf
proyer
we
ore
you
the
ond
fo
come
soid:
Alloh*
prostroling,
then prosirote,but don't counl il, ond
whoevercofcheso rok'ohhoscoughtthe proyer""
28

of Alloh0#soid:'lf
Mu'odh soid:"TheMessenger
one of you comes to proyerond lhe imom is in o
thendo osihe imomi5doing."'ze
certoinposilion,
Also,fhere is lhe generolmeoningof the hodith:
"Whoteveryoucotch up with,proy."

2' . SunanAbi Dawud,893; SaheehSunanAbu Dawud,792)
2e, Sunan at-Tirmidhi,591; see also SaheehSunanal-Tirmidhi,484
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. Nol hosfenlng unduly lo Joln o proyer In
progress.
lf lhe proyerstortsond o personis siillon hiswoy
to ihe mosque,he shouldnot hostenunduly;he
shouldwolk wilh colmnessond dignity,os indicofed
in fhe hodith of Abu Huroyroh.*: "The Prophet*
soid:'lf the proyersforts,
do not opproochii running;
opprooch it wolking with colmnessond dignity.
Whoteveryou cotch up with, proy, ond whotever
you miss,compleleit [ofterwords]."'so
. Breoklngwlnd durlng q congregollonql proyer
lf o mon breokswind duringo congregotionol
proyer, whot should he do in this embonossing
situolion?
Heshouldput hishond overhisnose,ond go out.
The evidencefor thiswos reportedby 'A'ishoh.#,
who soid:"TheMessenger
of Alloh* soid:'lf one of
you posseswind whilehe is proying,he shouldhold
hisnoseond leove."'31
Al-Teebisoid:"Thecommondto hold one'snose
isto mokeif oppeoros thoughone isbleeding.Thisis
not lying;it iso formof octionthot isqllowedso thot
30. Reported by al-Bukhari, Fath,
2/390
tl . Sunan Abl Dawud, 1114;
see alsoSaheehSunanAbi Dawud,985
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Shoytonwill not convince o personin this situotion
noi to leove becousehe feelstoo shyof others."g2
Thisison exompleof the kindof ombiguitythot is
ollowed ond opproved of, in order lo ovoid
os whoeverseeshim leovingin this
embonossment,
o nosebleed.
monnerwillossumethot he issuffering
odviceisthot it puts
Anolherbenefiiof fhisProphetic
whispersof the Shoyton,
o stop to the insinuoling
which moy otherwisecousehim to stoyin the row or
continueproyingwith the congregolionwhen he
hos possedwind,ond lhisdoes not pleoseAlloh03.
How con he stoy when the Prophet X hos
commonded him to leove? ln this cose he is
permittedeitherto possthroughihe rows,or lo wolk
to the edge of the mosque,in orderto leove,sothot
he con go ond mokewudoo',thencome bockond
rejointhe proyer.
. When one hos olreody proyed ond comes lo
onolher mosque lo flnd lhe people lhere
proylng.
lf o personhos olreodyproyedin one mosque,
lhen he comesto onothermosquefor o lessonor for
some other reoson,ond finds lhe people there
proying,then he shouldjoin them ond his proyer
would be consideredo noofil (supererogoloryor
32. Mirqaat al-MafaateehSharh Mishkaatal-Masaabeeh,3/18
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"extro") proyer. He should do so even if it is during
the prohibited times of proyer becouse there is o
reoson behind it. The evldence for this comes from
the hodifh of Yozidibn ol-Aswod aF:"l performed Hojj
with the Prophef E ond proyed Fo.[with him in Mosjid
Al-Khoyt.When he completed his proyer ond turned
oround, he found two people of the bock who did
not proy with him. He soid, 'l hove fo tolk to them.'
So he come to them, ond they were trembling. He
osked them: 'Whot prevented you two from proying
with us?' They soid: 'O Messengerof Allohl We hqd
olreody proyed in our ploces.' He soid: 'Do nol do
thot. lf you hove olreody proyed ol your ploces ond
then come lo o congregotionol mosque, proy with
them too ond it will become o supererogotory
proyer for you."' 33
In onother hodith it is nonoted thot the two come
ofler lhe Fojr proyer which is o time when proyer is
prohibited.lmoom Molikhos reported in ol-Muwotto'
in the chopter on "Whot hos been nonoted obouf
repeoting the proyer with the imom ofter o person
hos proyed individuolly":
"Mihjon *, soid thot he wos in the compony of
the Messengerof Alloh *, when the coll lo proyer
wos given. The Messengerof Alloh * got up ond
proyed in congregolion, then come bock, while
33. Sunan Al-Tirmidhi,no, 219; Saheehal-Jaami',667
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Mihjon sioyed in his ploce ond did not proy with
of Alloh* soidfo him:'whot
them.so fhe Messenger
preventedyou from proyingwith lhe people? Are
you not o Muslim?'He soid:'lndeedI om, O Prophef
of Alloh! Buf t hod olreody proyed ol home.' The
Prophet* soid lo him: 'When you come {to the
mosque)then proywilh lhe people even if you hove
34
olreodYProyed.'rr
. Stlll proylng sunnoh when lhe lqaomah ls
glven.
lf o person hos entered the mosque ond is
proyingsunnoh,lhen the iqaomohiscolled,the best
opinionin thiscoseisthot if he isin hissecondrok'oh,
he should finishit quickly,ond if he is in the first
rek'oh,he shouldjustbreokhisproyerond enterlhe
withthe imom.s
congregotion
Thebosisfor lhishodilhis ihe reportwhich lmom
Muslimnonoledin hisSoheeh:
of g soid:'lf iqoomohiscolledfor
"TheMessenger
the proyer then there is no proyer except fhe
obligotory
one."'s

3' . af-Muwatta',t/130: Silsilahal-Saheehah,no, 1337
33, Fataawalbn'Uthaymeen, 1,/345
3r . Saheeh Musllm, t1493
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So, if o person hos performed the rukoo' of the
second rok'oh when the iqomoh is colled, then he
should complete his proyer. tf lhe igomoh is colled
before he does the rukoo' of the second rok'oh,
then he should discontinuebecouse whot is left of
sujood ond foshohhud is not needed ony more,
Moreover,he shouldbreok without fosjeem.ond it is
enough to hove the intentionin the heort, controry
to common misconception.
Belng Informed of lhe conecl dlrectlon ol lhe
qlbloh whlle proylng.
lf there is o congregotion proying, ond during
their proyer lhey ore informed thot the qib/oh is in o
direction other thon lhol which they were focing,
they shouldoll furn towordsthe conect direction.The
some is olso true for someone proying individuolly.
Whotever port of their proyer hos been performed
(before chonging direcfion) will be conect. The
evidence for this is o norrolion reporied by lmoom
Muslimfrom Anos.#:
"While the Prophet* wos proying towords Boyfol-Moqdis (Jerusolem),the oyoh wos reveqled to
him:

'F i,Vi
)i'W-;'-&&rt"|ai ai+: j, ej b,
'&;"iii ;* c,*s"t'rli ,q:"3i
{ GD',',r;i
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'VerilylWe hove seen the turning of your foce
towordsthe heoven. Surely,We shollturn you to o
qiblohthot shollpleoseyou, so turnyourfoce in the
direclionof ol-Mosjidol-Horomwhereverye ore, turn
yourfocesin thot direction.'37
A mon from BoniSolomohwos possingby ond
found them (i.e.,fhe peopleof BoniSolomoh)in the
rok'oh of the Fof
stote of rukoo' in the second
proyer.He colled out lo them: 'Theqibloh hqsbeen
chonged,' so they chonged directionwhile they
werestillinrukoo'."38
lf some of the people were informedond the
otherswere nol, fhen the one to whom it wos mode
cleqr shouldturn to the directionwhich he believes
to be the conecl directionof qibloh. Now if oll of
thesepeoplewere originollyproyingtogetherin the
some direction,then some of them iurned towords
the rightqnd sometowordsthe left,it is stillvolid for
one of them fo leod the othersin proyer.But the
scholorshove o differenceof opinionoboul some
people following others in coses of complete
disogreementobout the directionof the qiblah.lf
there is someoneomong them who is completely
ignoronloboul the direction,he shouldfollow the

t7 . Af-Baqarah2:L44
! ' . S a h e e hM u s l i m ,N o . 5 2 7

33
one who is more owore omongst them of the
directionof the eibloh.sg
lf someone does not know the direction of lhe
qibloh, he musl osk someone if he con, or else .he
should moke ijfihaad (moke o judgmenl to the best
of hisobilitybosed on the informotionovoiloble)if he
is oble to, otherwise he must follow someone who is
relioble. lf he connof find such o person, then he
should feor Alloh, do his besi ond proy, ond his
proyer is votid. This sometimes hoppens to people
who lrovel to the londs of the disbelieversond find
no Muslimor onybody else who could tell lhem the
conect direction of the qibloh, ond hove no meons
of finding out. But if o person is copoble of finding
oul the direction of the qibloh, but wos negleclful
ond proyed without moking oll possibleefforts, he
shouldrepeot hisproyer becouse he wos coreless.40
' Fqlllng behlnd when proylng In congregotlon.
lf o person is proying in o congregotion ond fhe
loudspeoker stops working or he becomes drowsy
ond he logs behind the imom by one or more
obligofory octs (orkon) of proyer (i.e., the imom
performed il ond he did not becouse of not heoring
the imom'svoice),then when he wokesup ogoin or
re , Af-Mughni ma'a al-Sharh al-Kabeer,t/473
'0 . Al-Mughnlma'a al-Sharhal-Kabeer,1/490
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lhe soundof the speokercomes bock, he should
complete the obligotoryocts fhot he hos missed,
thenconlinuefollowingthe imom.
This problem moy orise in mony coses. For
exomple:the imom recileso versefhot contoinsihe
word of prostrofion(soldoh)ond someof the people
while in
il to be o verseof prostrofion
misunderstond
reolityii is not, so when lhe imom soystokbeer for
rukoo'of the end of the verseond performsrukoo',
some of the followers(especiollythoselowordsthe
reor of fhe congregotion)toke it to be the fokbeer
of recitol.so they prostrole.When
for the prostrotion
the imoomstondsup fromthe rukoo'soying"sorni'o
AllohuIi mon hemideh",they siond up from their
prostrotion,
thushovingmissedthe oct of rukoo'ond
sfondingup from it. So it is incumbenton them to
completewhot they missedond then cotch up with
the imom. This is becouse they did nof do it
intenfionolly.However,in the cose of one who
logs behindthe imom (e.9.,someone
intentionolly
who prolongs his prostroiionlo moke o long
fhe obligotoryoct
supplicolionsuchthot he misses
the mojorityof
which comes ofter the prostrotion),
scholors
soy thot the proyerof someonewho misses
two consecutiveobligoloryocts of proyerwithouto
volidexcuse,
isvoidond he iso sinner.41
ar . Kashshaafal-Qinaa',Ll467; al-Mawsoo'ah
al-FiqhiYyah,6/29
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However, the principle is thot the imom must be
followed, os lhe Prophef* soid: ,,Theimom is there
to be followed, so do not differ from him. When he
goes into rukoo', moke rukoo'. When he soys
"Sorni'o Allohuli mon homidoh" (Alloh heors the one
who proisesHim), soy "Robbonea loko'l-homd" (O
our Lordl To You belongs the proise).When he goes
into soJdoh,moke soJdoh.lf he proys sitting,then oll
shouldproy sitting."12
. When the lmom nulllfleshls wudoo'.
lf the lmom nullifieshiswudoo'while he is proying,
or remembers during the proyer thol he did not
perform oblution, ihen he should come oul from
proyer ond oppoint someone to finishleoding the
proyer, os wos norroted from 'Umor, 'Ali, ,Alqomoh
ond 'Atoo'. lf he does not oppoint onyone,ond the
people proy individuolly,thisis olso occeptoble, ond
fhis is the opinion token by tmom Al-Shoofi,i.
lf he
brings someone forword to leod them, thot is olso
permilted.
The evidence for this is whof hos been nonoted
regording 'Umor 4r when he wos stobbed: he took
the hond of 'Abd ol-Rohmonbin 'Awf ond mode

4 2 . S a h e e ha l - B u k h a a r i ,
no.689
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him step forwqrd, ond he led the proyer to
completion.rs
Thereosonfor thisdeductionisthot 'Umordid this
in the presenceof o numberof Componionsond
othersond no one opposedthisocl, so it become o
(ijmoo'l,.*
consensus
lf fhe imom remembersthot he isnot in o stoteof
purity,he shouldindicoieto the peopleto remoinos
thencome bock,
theyore ond go ond purifyhimself,
soy "Allohu ekber" ond leod them in proyer.Thisis
volid.
The evidence for this is the report nonoted by
Abu DowudfromAbu Bokroh:
"TheMessenger
of Allohf storiedto leod the Fojr
proyer,ond fhen he indicotedto the people thot
they shouldstoyin iheirploces.Thenhe come bock
ond woferwosdrippingfromhisheod."4s
Commentingon this hodiih, lmom Al-Khotlobi
soid:"ln thishodith there is evidencethot if one is
leoding the people in proyer while in o stote of
jonaoboh ond the people do not know of it, lhen
a3. Reportedby al-Bukhaari,Fath,7160
Ahkaam al-lmamah, al-Muneef,p. 234
".
'5 , Sunan Abi Dawood, no. 233i Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, L/45,
Abu Dawood included a chapter entitled Fi'l-Junub yusalll bi'l-qawml
wa huwa naasin (One who inadvertently leads the people in prayer
when in a state ofjanabah),
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their proyeris unoffectedond there is no need for
ihem to repeot it. Butthe lmoom hosto repeot his
Proyer."46
When the lmom's 'owroh becomes
uncovered.
lf someoneisproyingin congregotion
behindthe
imoomond seeshis'owroh(thoseportsof the body
thot musf be covered) uncovered due to on
openingin hisclofhesor due fo hisclolhesbeingthin
ond tronsporent,
then if if is possiblehe shouldgo
oheod ond cover it with something,olherwisehe
shouldcome out of hisproyerond informfhe imoom
by soying"cover your 'owroh" (in Arobic "ghotti'l'owroh"),or "protectwhol hos been uncovered".
He should not stoy quiet ond continue to proy
becouseit is knownthot the imom'sproyer(in this
condition)is incorrectond followinghim is inconect
oswell.lz
.

. Reollzlnglhql one's wudoo' ls Involldbecouse
of wlplng over sockswhen dolng so ls no longer
occeptqble.

ao, Sunan Abl Dawoodwa ma'ahu Ma'aalimal-Sunan
by al-Khattaabi,
edited by al-Da'aas,1/159,
t7 . From the oral fataawa of Shaykh 'Abd alrAzeez lbn
Baz
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lf one is proying (eilheros on imom or os o
member of o congregotionor individuolly)ond
recollsthol he hod wiped over his socks (khuff)
duringwudoo' of the time when the periodduring
which lhis is occeptoble hod expired,he should
terminotehisproyerbecousehisoblutionisinconect.
Thisis whot hos been quoted from lmoms Ahmod
rs
ond ol-Shoofi'i.
. Whenfhe lmqm lorgelslhe endlng of on oyoh.
lf the lmom reciteso port of ihe Qur'on in the
proyer ond forgetsthe ending of ihe verse,ond
none of the membersof the congregotionremind
him of if, he con chooseeitherto soy the fokbeer
ond discontinuethe recitolion,or lo recile one verse
or morefromonolhersuroh.Buithisisollowedonlyif
lhe forgottenport is not from ol-Fofihoh.As for os olFatihohisconcerned,it mustbe recitedin itsentirety,
os recitingit ison obligotoryoct of proyer.ls
. Intendlng to proy for roln, then lt rolns before
lhe people stortlhe proYer
lf the people go out to gotherforso/ofolislisqoo'
(proyerfor roin),or were intendinglo do so, qnd
thenit roined,lhen eitherof the followingopply:
'r , al-Mughni,2/505
{e . Ibn Baz: FataawaIslamiyyah,395
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lf they hod gol reody to go out ond it'roined
before lhey left, then they should thonk Alloh
(subhonohuwo fo'olo) for Hisblessingsond not go
oul.
lf fhey hod olreody come ouf, ond it roined
before they could proy, they should offer o proyer in
grotitude to Alloh,moy He be exqlted.50
. Feellng
setmon.

sleepy

when

llsfenlng

to

Frldoy

lf o person becomes sleepy or dozes while
listeningto the Fridoysermon,it is recommended for
him fo chonge ploceswilh fhe personnext to him. ln
doing this he should be coreful nol to speok; roiher,
he should communicote by geslures.The evidence
for this is lhe hodifh noroted by Somurohwho sqid:
"The Prophet* soid: 'lf one of you dozesduring the
Fridoy sermon, he should chonge ploces with the
personsittingnextto him."'51
Another hodifh wos norroled by lbn 'Umor who
soid: "The Prophet# soid: 'lf one of you dozesin lhe
mosque on Fridoy.he shouldmove to onofher ploce
to sit."'s2
30. al-Mughni,2/296
!i . Af-Bayhaql,3/238; Saheehal-Jaami'no,812
52. Abu Dawud, no, 1119; Saheehal-Jaami'no. 809
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durlng Proyer
* 3. Rullngsoboul Forgelfulness
(ol-sohw).
. Doubloboul numberof rok'ohsproyed.
lf o person is in doubt os to whether he proyed,
for exomple, lhree or four rok'ohs, he should oct
occording to whof is most likely. However, if he
connot be sure which is more likely, he should
ossumewhot he con be certoin of, which isthe lesser
omount, ond moke fhe prostrotionsof forgelfulness
(su,pbod
uFsohw).
The evidence is the hodith norroied by Abu
who soid:"TheProphel* soid: 'lf
So'eed Al-Khudri.gr,
one of you hos doubts during hisproyer ond he does
not recoll how mony rok'ohs he hos proyed, whether
three or four,then shouldforget oboul hisdoubt ond
complele his proyer on lhe bosisof thot of which he
is certoin, ond then moke two sujood before the
solam.lf it turnsout thof he hod proyed five rok'eh,
the two sujoodwould moke it even, ond if he ended
up completing his four rok'ohs , they would be in
defionceof the Shoytsp."'sr

t3 , SaheehMuslim,no, S7L
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. lmom remembersfhql he forgol fo reclle olFatlhohdurlngq sllenlrak'sh.
lf fhe imom remembers in ihe finol foshohhvd
(sitiing of the proyer) thot he hod recited ottohiyyoot (the greetings mentioned during the
siiting)in the beginning of o silentrok'oh insteod of
ol-Fotihoh, he should stond up ond offer qnother,
conect, rok'oh, to moke up for the one he
performed inconectly where he did not recite o/Fotihoh.Thisis becouse lhe Prophet* soid: "Thereis
no proyer for ihe one who did nol recite (in it) o/Fotihoh{the opening chopter of ihe Qur'on)." t4
It is olso required for fhe members of the
congregolion behind him to follow him, even though
it would be the fifth rok'oh for lhem. lf they do not
understondond do not stond up, bui soy "subhoon
Alloh" os if to indicole to the imoom lhot he is in
error, the imom should gesture with hond
movements to the right ond left fo inform them thot
he did it purposefullyond to indicote to them ihot
they should sfond up ond thot he knowswhot he is
doing.
However,if somethinglike thishoppens fo one of
the people proying behind fhe imom, his proyer will
be conect os long os he followed the imom.
51, Saheehal-Bukhaari,no.723
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The evidence for fhis is the hodith of Abu Bokroh
which describes when he joined the proyer in the
position of rukoo' ond did nol recite ol-Fotihoh.The
Prophet * soid lo him: "Moy Alloh increose your
endeovor. You do not need to repeot." ss

, A member of q congregollon forgetllng to
reclle ol-Follhoh,or lolnlng lhe proyer ol the
momenlof rukoo'.
lf lhe personfollowingthe imomforgeisto recite

ol-Fotihoh,or is ignorontof its obligotorynoture,or
joinsthe proyerwhen ihe imom is in lhe stote of
rukoo', then his rok'oh will be considered os
complete ond hisproyerconect. He does not need
to repeof the rok'oh, os he is excused for his
ignoronce or forgeifulness,or for not joining the
proyerin fime for the qiyoom(the port of the rok'oh
when one is slondingupright).Thisis fhe opinionof
$
the mojorityof scholors.

Thisis one of the thingswhich the imoom beors
on beholfof fhosewhom he leodsin proyer.

t5, Saheehal-Bukhaarl,no. 750
5c. Ibn Baaz: Fatawa Islamlyyah, 1/263
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r Rqlslngone's heod from rukoo'lhen reollzlng
lhol one forgol lo soy the fosbeeh.
lf o person roiseshis heod from rukoo' then
remembersthot he did noi soy the tosbeeh of
rukoo',he shouldnot returnto the rukoo' becouse
the requirementfor supplicolionof rukoo' is no
longeropplicobleby virtueof his hoving roisedhis
lhis
heod. lf he returnsto the rukoo' inientionolly,
oction would renderhisproyerinvolidsincehe hos
odded on extrorukn (obligotoryoct of the proyer)
which is thissecond,superfluous,
rukoo'.However,if
his proyer
it wos due to ignoronceor forgetfulness,
willnot be nullified,
buf in thiscosehe mustmokethe
prostrotion of forgetfulnessif he wos proying
individuollyor leoding o congregoiion. This is
becouse soying tosbeeh ("subhoono Robbi al'A'theem,How Perfectis my Lord,the Supreme")is
woojib (obligotory).
ond if one forgetsit, it con be
compensoted for by moking the prostrotionof
forgetfulness.
lf he wos proyingbehind on imoom
forgets
the
tosbeeh, then he is no longer
ond
consideredto hove omiltedon obligoloryoct. sz

s7. al-Mughnima'a al-Sharhal-Kabeer,1/679
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. Forgelllngthe flrslloshohhud.
lf o personforgefsthe firsttoshohhud,stondsup
for the third rok'oh ond stortsthe recilotion of olFatihah,then occording to the mojorityof scholors,
he shouldnot returnto the sittingposition.lf he does
so knowing fhof his refurn is unopproved of, his
proyer will be nullifiedbecouse he hos olreody
storted onother obligotoryoct. The obligotoryoct
con be mode up for
thot he forgof (i.e.,toshohhud)
by moking the proslrotionsof forgetfulness.The
ibn
evidenceis the hodithnonoiedby ol-Mugheroh
'lf
Prophel
the
imom
Shu'boh:"The
beginsto
* soid:
stondup ofter the secondrok'oh,then remembers,
before he hosstoodfullyupright,thot he shouldsit,
lhen he shouldsii down,but if he hosolreodystood
fullyupright,he shouldnol sit,but shouldmoke two
s8
proslrotions
of forgetfulness.
In short,if someonestondsup for the thirdrek'eh,
forgettingthe foshohhud,one of the threefollowing
opplies:
scenorios
lf he remembersit before stondingup stroight:
then he shouldreturnto toshohhud.
lf he remembersofler stondingup stroight,ond
before stortingthe recifolion-ofql-Fotihoh:then it is
5r , Abu Dawood,no. 1036; Silsilahal-saheehah,321
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better for him not to sit,but if he sitshisproyerwill be
volid.
lf he remembersit ofier stortingthe recitotionof
ol-Fofihoh:then he is not ollowed to refurn to
loshohhud.se
Thesethreecoseshove been deduced from fhe
hodithquoted obove.
. lmom soys the sqroom lhen mqkes
proslrollons of forgelfulness, bul o lqtecomer
slonds up lo complele hls proyer.
lf the imom soysthe so/oomond o personwho
joined the proyerlote sfondsup to completewhqt
he missed,then suddenlyhe seesthe imom moking
prostrotionsof forgetfulnessofter the soloom, the
lotecomer should sit bock down ond moke
prostrotions
wilh the imom, if he hos not yel stood
fullyupright.Otherwise
he shouldnot sitbock down;
he shouldcompletehisproyer,then he shouldmoke
ihe missedprostrotions
Theevidence
of forgetfulness.
on
for lhisis lhe someos presentedin lhe discussion
forgettingto sit for foshohhudbetweenthe second
ond thirdrok'ohs.oo

5e, al-Mughnima'a al-Sharhal-Kabeer,1/677
t0 . al-Mughnima'a al-Sharhal-Kabeer,1/697
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. lmom moker q mlsloke but doesn'l
understqnd whot lhe congregollon ls refenlng lo
when they soy "subhoon Allo" lo drow hls
otlentlon to ll.
lf the imom mokes o misiokeond misseson
obiigotoryport of the proyer,ond the congregotion
remind him of the mistoke(by soying "subhoon
whot fhey meon
Alloh"),but he doesnot understond
or does not know when or where he mode the
misloke, ond continues to move on to olher
obiigotoryoctswhichdo not includelhe missedoct,
then there o number of opinionsos lo how they
should moke him understond.The best of these
opinionsisthot they shouldremindhimof the oct by
for thot oct, e.9., soying
the porliculorsupplicotion
o'subheone
Robbiol-'A'fheem"if ii wos the rukoo' or
or
"subhoonoRobbiol-A'le"if il wqs the prostrolion,
Rabbighfir fi rt it wos the sittingbetween the two
prostrotions,
eic.61
* 4. MlscellqneousRullngs
. Forgetllngto weor lhrqamfor Hollor'Umrqh.
lf someoneistrovelingin on oirploneond forgets
to weor the gormenlsof ihroom,ond lhe plonelokes
61, al-Mughnima'a al-Sharh al-Kabeer,L/707
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off, he should lry to moke it oul of two pieces of
cloth, whotever color they moy be, or wilh ony type
of sheetsor towels he con get hold of. lf he connot
find onything oppropriote, he should remove
whotever sewn clothes ond heod covering (if he is
weoring one) he con, ond enter fhe sfole of ihroom
in whotever he is weoring when he posses by the
miqaot in the oir. He should not cross the mgoof
without being in o stote of ihraam.Once he reoches
o ploce where he con chonge hisclothesond weor
two sheels of cloth {proper ihroom gorments),he
should do so; in oddition, he musf poy o penolty
(fidyo) of eifher socrificingo sheep or fosling for
three doys or feeding six needy people. He hos lhe
choice of doing ony one of lhese three ond his
ihroom is conect.

. lnlerrupllonof lawootor sq'ee.
lf o person is performing tawoaf (circumombulolion oround the Ko'boh) or so'ee
(between Sofo ond Mowohl, ond he findshimselfin
need (e.9.,he isthirstyond needsto drinksomething,
or losesone of hisfomily membersond stopsto look
for him, or becomes iired ond needs to foke some
rest),fhen if the breok is shortond is recognized os
such ('urfon), he moy then confinue from where he
left off. In lhe cose where the proyeriscolled ond he
intenupts his towoof to proy, the scholors hove
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disogreedon thisissue.Themostcoufiousopinionis
thot when he continueshis towoaf, he shouldnot
count the lostroundwhichhe lefl incompletewhen
he intenuptedhistowoof in orderto proy.6a
The issueof toking o resf in fowof ond so'ee,
however,is bosed on lhe conditionthqt fowof ond
In so'ee,continuityis
so'ee shouldbe uninlenupled.
not q requirementoccordingto the best opinion.63
So, if o personis performingso'ee, ond he breoks
ofter someof the rounds,ond then comesbock to
complete fhem, this would be considered
permissible.
However,regordingconlinuityof towof,
hovefwo opinions:
the scholors
ond thot o
Thotcontinuityis wooiib(mondotory),
long interruptionwithoutdue justificotionnullifiesthe
towqf.
Thofcontinuityis o sunnoh,ond the towof is not
eventhoughthe breokwoslong.aa
nullified
However,it is beifer lo oct occordingto the first'
opinion,to be on the sofeside.

62 lbn Baz: Fatawa al-HaJJ wa'lrumrah, p. 80; al-Majmoo' li'lNawawi, S/49
c! . al-Mughnima'a al-Sharhal-Kabeer,3/414
t' . This is the opinion favored by al-Nawawi ln al-Ma|moo',8/47
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' Burlolof one who dles ol seo.
lf o persondieson o shipwhile trovelingof seo,
occordingto lmom Ahmod,the people shouldwoit
if they hope to reoch some ploce where they con
bury him (suchos on islondor beoch) in o doy or
two, ond if they ore confidenlthot the body will not
decoy. However,if thisis not possible,
lhey should
woshthe body, shroudond embolmit, then proy fhe
funerolproyer,ond finolly,tie somefhingheovyfo it
ond drop if in ihe woter.65
' Chonglng money (somecunency).
Supposeo personhos,for exomple,o cunency
note wlth o foce volue of 50, ond he wonts to
chonge ii into five l0's, ond osk onotherpersonto
providethe chongefor him,but thispersonhosonly
three l0's. ls ii permittedfor the firstperson(i.e.the
one who wontsthe chonge)to give himthe 50 ond
toke the three i0's, leovingthe remoining20 os o
loqnfo be collectedby himloter?
Sincesuch o proctice is widespreodnowodoys,
most people would be token obock if they ore
informedthot thisisribo (usury).
Thereoson(forsuch
o procticebeingusury)islhot lhe omounteoch one
of the two took isdifferent,
whereosthe conditionin
c5, al-Mughnima'a al-Sharhal-Kabeer,2/381
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sellingond chongingcunencynotesis thot if they
belongfo the sometype of currency{e.9.,dollorsin
exchonge for dollors,or dinors in exchonge for
dinors,etc.)thenthey mustbe the somein monetory
volueond exchonged"coshdown" (hondin hond,
not defened).Thisisbecousethe Prophet* soid:
"Do not sell gold for gold unlessthe two ore
equivolent,ond do not sello lesseromounl for o
greoter omount or vice verso.Do not sell silverfor
ond do nof sello
silverunless
the two ore equivolent,
lesseromountfor o greoleromounlor vice verso.Do
nof sell gold ond silverthot is not presentof the
momentof exchonge(i.e.o defened omount)for
ee
gold or silverthot ispresent."
Thishodith prohibitsbolh ribo ol-fodl (usuryof
surplus)qnd ribo on-nosee'oh(usuryof credit or
deloyedpoyment).
So the woy for people lo ovoid lhis,os lhey ore
olwoysin need of exchongingcurrencynotes,is os
follows:the one who hos o currency note of 50
shouldgive it io the otheros colloterolond toke the
30fromhimoso loon.Loferhe shouldrepoythe loon
ond toke his50 bock. (N.B.Alfhoughihe net result
moy oppeor the some,there is o differencein the
iokesploce.)e7
woy the tronsoction
tG, Saheehal-Bukhari,No. 2068
rt. From the oral fatawa of Shaykh'Abdalf,Azlzibn Baz.
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' Belng qrked lo do somelhlng ql work thol ls
ogolnsl lslqmlc teochlngt.
Whot should one do if one is osked to do
something of work thot he feels is conlrory lo the
teochingsof lslom?
lf o person is ordered to do o cerioin ossignment
ot hiswork, he shouldthink obout it_-ifthe oct does
noi involve ony disobedience to Alloh, moy He be
glorifiedond exolled, he shouldgo oheod ond do if.
Olherwise, if it does involve some disobedience to
Alloh, moy He be glorified ond exolted, he should
not obey the commond, or else he will be o porty to
sin ond wrong-doing.The Prophet(* soid: "A humon
must not be obeyed if thot involvesdisobedienceto
Alloh, moy He be glorified ond exolted. Indeed,
obedience only opplies in the cose of righteous
deeds." 68
Alloh soid in the Qur'on (obout the people who
went ostroy):

( @'tJi

t

rJiilu:6irlu; y
6)tG 6;rS3ul.3u-

"They will soy: 'Our Lordl Verily, we obeyed our
chiefs ond our greot ones, ond they misled us from
) oy."'os
t h e ( R i g h iW
ct . Saheeh al-Bukhariwith Fath al-Baari,L3/LZL;
Ahmad, 1/91; thls
versionwas narratedin al-Silsilahal-Saheehah,No. 181
' e , a l - A h z a a b3 3 : 6 7
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* 5. Generql Behovlor ond Sunnoh of lhe
Prophet (peoce qnd blesrlngs ol Alloh be upon
hlm).
. Ihe proper woy lo lhonk Alloh*.
lf o Muslimreceiveso bounly or is rescuedfrom
some triol,it isrecommendedfor him io performthe
prostrolionof thonkfulness.
Abu Bokroh.{r reports
thot: "When the Prophetild received something
which pleosedhim or glod tidings,he would moke
prostrotion
in lhonkslo Alloh."zo
Rituolpurity (tohooroh|ond focing the qibloh is
not o requirement fo moke the prostrotionof
however,if one mokes wudoo' ond
thonkfulness,
focesthe qibloh,lhotisprefened.Tl
. Accepllng money
wllhout osklng for ll.

or

property recelved

lf something(e.g.,money,property,etc.)whichis
holaol (lslomicolly permissible)comes to you,
whether through onolher person or other entity,
withoutyou osking,yeorningor beggingfor it, ond
without you hoving degroded yourself,then he
70 , Abu Dawud, na,2774i,lt ls saheeh, and was also reported in
Mishkaat al-Masabeh,no. 1494
?r , Malmod Fataawaby Ibn'Uthaymeen, 4/216
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should occept it. 'Umor S nonoied thot: "The
Prophel;r soid: 'lf something(i.e.,money,property,
etc.) comes lo you for which you did not yeorn or
osk for, then occept it. Othenarise
do not bother
oboutit . "' 7 2
. Asklng q Musllm hosf obout food or drlnk he
servet.
lf o Muslimis servedfood in hisMuslimbrother's
house,ond he iswonied obout whetherthe meot is
holoolor horoom,he moy eol it wilhoul questioning
becouse,in lslom,the principleis thot o Muslimis
trustworthy.
Theevidencefor thisis the soyingof the
Prophet*: "lf one of you enlersthe houseof his
Muslimbrotherond he offershim food, let himeof it
ond not osk onythingobout it, ond if he offershim
somethingto drink,let him drink it ond not osk
onYthingoboul it."73
Thisis olsobecousesuchintenogotionmoy insult
hishostond mokehimfeelthothe isbeingdoubted.

t2. Saheehal-Bukhari,no, 1404
73. Ahmad, 2/399; al-silsllah
al-Saheehah,no.627
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r Wolklng wlth only one shoe on lf the olher one
ls domoged.
lf someonewolkingwifhshoeson, ond breoksor
teorsone of them,he shouldnot wolkwith onlyone
shoe,while his other foot is bore. He shouldeither
repoir the brokenshoe ond weor both, or toke otf
both ond wolk borefoot.Wolkingborefootot timesis
sunnoh.Theevidencefor thisis the nonotionof Abu
Huroyrohlhot: "TheProphet* soid:'One shouldnot
wolk wiih only one shoe.One shouldeitherweor
both or toke both of themoff."'74
hqve soido numberof thingsoboul
Thescholors
the reosonfor doingso.Themostouthenticof these
is whot hos been describedby lbn ol-'Arobi ond
othersthot "lt isthe woy of wolkingof the Shoyton".
(Foth oLtuon, 10/310)The evidence for this is the
report of Abu Huroyroh4p: "The Prophet fi soid:
'lndeedthe Shoytonwolksin one shoe."7s
. Good dreoms
lf o Muslim sees o good dreom, ii is
recommendedfor himto do the following:
. He shouldproiseond lhonk Alloh0*, moy He be
glorified.
tt. Saheehal-Bukhari,no. 5518
t5 . al-sllsllahal-saheehah,no. 348
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r He moy interpret it himselfor discussit with o
knowledgeoblepersonwho moy interpretit for him.
. He should not tell onyone obout it except
someone who moy give him good odvice, or
someone who is wise, or someone he loves. He
should not inform someone who moy become
jeolousof him.
Theevidencefor thisisthe reportof Abu So'eed
ol-Khudri.#: "TheProphetS soid:'lf onyoneof you
seeso dreom thot he likes,then it is from Alloh,ond
he shouldthonkAllohfor it ond tellit to others."76
And it wos olso reported from Abu Huroyroh.*
lhot: "TheProphet* soid:'Do not nonoteyourgood
dreomsto onyone except o knowledgeobleperson
or someonewho moy giveyou good odvice."z
Thisisbecousesuchpersons
moy interpretif in the
mosl oppropriotewoy, unlikeone who is jeolousor
ignoronf
.
' Bod dreqms
lf o Muslimseeso bod dreom (nighimore),he
shoulddo lhe following:
. Heshouldspit(dryly)to hisleftihreetimes.
7 6 , S a h e e ha l - B u k h a r ln, o , 6 5 8 4
77. Jaami' al-Tirmidhi,no. 2280; al-Silsilahal-Saheehah,no. 1119
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. He shouldseekrefugein Allohfrom Shoytonthree
times.
. He shouldseekrefugein Allohfrom the evil of the
dreom.
. Heshouldstondup ond proy.
. He should chonge the side on which he wos
sleepingif he wontsto conlinueto sleep,even if thot
meonsfurningonto hisleft side.
. Heshouldnot informonyone.
' He should neither inlerprel it himself nor osk
onyoneelseto interprelit.
Theevidencefor lhisis the ndnolionof Joobir.*s
thot: "TheProphetf soid: 'lf ony one of you seeso
he shouldspitto hisleft lhree
dreom thot he dislikes,
iimes,seek refuge in Alloh from the Shoyton,ond
turnoveron to hisotherside."78
According to onotherreporl,the wording is:"He
shouldseek refuge in Alloh from its evil, so thot it
doesnot hormhim."
The nonoior of this hodith soid: "l used to see
dreoms thot weighed heovier on me thon o
mountoin,but os soon os I heqrd this hodith,so I
neverwoniedoboutit ogoin."ze

7r , SaheehMuslim, no.2262
7e, SaheehMuslim,no. 2261
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Joobir +* reported thot o Bedouin come to the
Prophet iF ond soid: "O Prophef of Alloh, I sow o
dreom ihot my heod wos chopped off ond rolled
owoy, ond I ron ofier it." The Prophelfi soid to him:
"Do nol tell people the Shoytonis ployingwith you in
your dreoms."80
According to onother report, the wording is: "lf
onyone seessomethinghe dislikes,
he shouldget up
Ortd PrOY."al
. Belng offecled by seelng o womqn.
lf o Muslimseeso non-mohromwomon, ond lhis
hos on effeci on him, then if he hos o wife he should
go home ond hove intercoursewilh her so thot he
moy rid himself of whotever offected him. The
evidence for fhis is the nonofion of Joobir 4r: "The
Prophet* soid: 'lf ony one of you isottrocfed to qnd
likeso womon, he should go bock to his wife ond
hove iniercoursewith her, becouse ihiswill rid him of
whoiever offected him."' o2
. Sltllng between lhe sun ond lhe shqde ls nol
qllowed.
lf the ploce where one is sittingfollsbeveen the
sun ond the shode. he should chonge his ploce,
to . SaheehMuslim,no. 2268
t! . Jaami'al-Tirmidhi,no. 2280; Saheehal-Jaaml',no. 3533
!2 . SaheehMuslim,no, 1403
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becousethe Prophet* soid:"lf one of you is (sitting)
in size,resultingin port of his
in shodethot diminishes
ond the restundershode,
in
the
sun
body remoining
get
he should up ond move."83
The reoson for this is thot this is the position
fovored by the Shoyfon.The evidence is the
of sittingportiollyin the sunond
Prophet'sprohibition
porfiollyin shode.HeS soid:"Thisisthe ploce where
the Shoytonsifs."e
. When lllnesssirlkesone's wlfe.
lf on illness slrikes someone's wife, it is
recommendedfor himto do whot the Prophet*did:
"When on illnessslruck his one of his wives, he
ordered for soup to be prepored.Thenhe ordered
her to drinkfrom if. He usedto soy: 'Thisstrengthens
ond cleons
the heort of lhe one who is distressed,
jusi
person
os one of you cleons
the heorl of the sick
herfoce withwoter."'E5
. lf one's chlldrenor fomlly memberslle.
lf one of the children or fomily membersof o
personlies, he should lreof lhis issueos did the
Prophet*: "lt he * come lo know thof one of his
13, Abu Dawud, no. 4821; Saheehal-Jaami',no. 748
!' . Ahmad, 3/413; Saheehal-Jaami',No. 6823
t5 , Jaami' al-firmidhi, no. 2039; Saheehal-Jaami',no.4646
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fomily members hod lied, he would keep owoy from
him untilhe repente{." ae
. When lelllng lhe lruth ls nol lhe best optlon.
lf o Muslim foces o difficuli siluotion where he
needs to soy whot is ogoinsl the kuth in order to
protecf himself or someone who is innocent, or lo
sove himself from seriousfrouble, is there o woy for
him to escope lhe situotion wilhout lying or folling
into sin?
Yes, there is o legol woy ond o permissible
escope lhot one con moke use of if necessory.tt is
equivocotion or indirecinessin speech. lmom olBukhori(moy Alloh hove mercy on him) entifled o
chopter of hisSoheeh:"lndirectspeech iso sofe woy
to ovoid o lie".87
Equivocotionmeons soyingsomethingwhich hos
o closermeoning thot the heorerwill understond,but
it olso hos o remote meoning which whot is octuolly
meoni ond is linguisticolly
conecf. The condition for
thisis lhot whotever issoid shouldnot presento trufh
os folsiiyond vice verso.Thefollowingore exomples
of such stotements used by the solof ond eorly
t6 , al-Silsilahal-Saheehah,
no.2052; Saheehal-Jaami.,no.4675
17. Saheeh al-Bukhaari,
Kitaab al-Adab (Book of Manners),chapter
116
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imoms,ond collected by lmom lbn ol-Qoyyimin his
book lghothotol-Lohfoon:
It wos reportedobout Hommod{moyAllohhove
mercy on him),if someonecqme thot he did nol
wont to sitwith,he wouldsoyosif in poin:"My tooth,
my toothl"Thenlhe boringpersonwhom he did not
likewould leovehimolone.
lmom Sufyoon Al-Thowriwos brought to lhe
kholeefohol-Mohdi,who liked him, but when he
wonted to leove, the kholeefohfold him he hod fo
sworethot he would come bock. He
stoy.Al-Thowri
then wenl out, leoving hisshoesof the door. After
sometime he come bock, took hisshoesond went
owoy.Thekholeefohoskedoboui him,ond wos told
thot he hod swornlo come bock, so he hod come
bock ond tokenhisshoes.
lmom Ahmod wos in hishouse,ond someof his
students,including ol-Mirwodhi,were with him.
Someonecome olong,oskingfor ol-Mirwodhifrom
outsidethe house,but lmom Ahmod did not wont
is not here,
him to go out, so he soid:"Al-Mirwodhi
whot would he be doing here?"whilstputting his
fingerin the polm of hisother hond, ond the person
outsidecouldnol seewhot he wosdoing.
in
or indirectness
Otherexomplesof equivocotion
speechincludethe following:

6l

lf someone osksyou whether you hove seen soond-so, ond you ore ofroid lhot if you tell the
questionerobout him this would leod lo horm, you
con soy "mo ro'oytuhu", meoning thot you hove not
cut his lung, becouse ihis is o conect meoning in
Arobic l"mo re'eyfuhu" usuollymeons "l hove not
seen him," bul con olso meon "l hove not cut his
lung"l; or you could deny hoving seen him, refening
in your heort to o specificfime ond ploce where you
hove not seen him. lf someoneosksyou to sweor on
oolh fhof you will never speok to so-ond-so,you
could soy, "Walloohilon ukallumohu",meoning lhot
you will not wound him, becouse "kolorn" con olso
meon "wound" in Arobic [os well os "speech"].
Similorly,if o person is forced lo utter words of kufr
ond is told to deny Alloh tH,it is permissible
for him io
soy "Koforlu bi'l-loohi",meoning "l denounce the
ployboy" [which sounds the some os the phrose
meoning "l deny Alloh."l(lghoathot ol-Lahfaon by
lbn ol-Qoyyim, l/3Bl tt., 2/106-107.See olso the
seclion on equivocotion (mo'ooreed) in A/-Adoob
ol-Shor'iyyohby lbn Muflih,1/14l'.
However,one shouldbe coutiousfhot the use of
such stotements is restricted only to situotionsof
greol difficulty.olherwise:
. Excessive
use of it moy leod to lying.
. One moy lose good friends,becouse they would
olwoysbe in doubf os to whot ismeont.

62
r lf the person to whom such o stotement is given
comes to know thot the reolity wos different from
whot he wos told, ond he wos not owore thot the
person wos engoging in deliberole ombiguity or
equivocotion, he would considerthot personto be o
lior. This goes ogoinst fhe principle of protecting
one's honor by not giving people couse to doubt
one's integrity..
. The person who usessuch o technique frequently
moy become proud of his obility to toke odvontoge
of people.
Finolly,I osk Alloh t3, moy He be glorified ond
exolted, to give us o proper understonding of our
religion,t<-rteoch us thot which will benefit us, ond
benefit us from whot He feoches us,to guide us,ond
to profect us from the evilsof our own selves.Alloh t*
isthe best Protectorond He isthe mostMercifulof oll.
Moy AllohS#blessour ProphetMuhommqd * ond
hisfomilyond comPonions.
SheikhMuhommed SolihAl-Munoijid
P.O.Box 2999,Al-Khobor,
Kingdomof SoudiArobio
http//www.islom-qo.com
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